Baseball Bat Requirement should begin with Day One of tryouts

Schools are encouraged to make sure that only baseball bats that meet the new standard are used for the first day of tryouts.  As a reminder the following is the VHSL position on baseball bats (softball bats ARE NOT part of this rule or VHSL interpretation) for the 2011 season:

· The VHSL will not honor the waiver by the NFHS of the eight BESR-ABI composite bats noted on the NFHS website.

· Only BBCOR Composite Bats will be allowed for the 2010-11 academic year.

· Aluminum bats, Aluminum Alloy bats and Aluminum barrel bats with composite handles that are BESR WILL BE allowed for this year BUT will not be legal after January 1, 2012.

· The VHSL will not be producing a list of legal or illegal bats because some bat manufacturers have not changed the name of their bats in this transition process (BBCOR from BESR certification).  

· Each bat will need to be checked for composition (aluminum or composite) and certification level (BBCOR or BESR).

The following legislation was adopted in December:
56-1-3 (Baseball) Pregame Equipment Inspection- It is the responsibility of member schools to verify that any equipment used by a player meets the quality and technical inspection standards dictated by NFHS and VHSL rule. While the NFHS rule book requires the umpires to check equipment before the game the burden for compliance rests with the member school. Student/athletes who participate using illegal equipment shall be ejected from that game and suspended for the next two games.

79-1-3 (Softball) Pregame Equipment Inspection- It is the responsibility of member schools to verify that any equipment used by a player meets the quality and technical inspection standards dictated by NFHS and VHSL rule. While the NFHS rule book requires the umpires to check equipment before the game the burden for compliance rests with the member school. Student/athletes who participate using illegal equipment shall be ejected from that game and suspended for the next two games. 

